
PHIL 1301-005: Introduction to Philosophy   

CRN: 27491 

Liberal Arts Building, Room 306 

TR: 1:30pm to 2:50pm 

Spring 2023 

  
 

Dr. Reyes Espinoza  

Email: respinoza5@utep.edu   

Office: (915) 747-6417, Worrell Hall, room #301. You may catch me at my office 

sometimes or if we ever need to speak, I can call from this number.   
  

Office Hours: No stable office hours. Book appointments only. To request 

any appointment, exclusively use the Microsoft Teams 

chat function. We can instant message through there as well as video/audio 

call.  

  
COURSE DESCRIPTION  

Check with your academic advisor for specifications on where this course fits in your degree plan. In general, this 

course fulfills requirements in philosophy undergraduate degrees. The purpose of this course is to introduce 

students to topics and core problems relating to philosophy since the earliest possible times. We will cover 

intellectual and societal issues persistent in the stretch of continuous human lives and our biology.   

 

 

“We believe that there are three quite different problems which have demanded philosophical 

treatment in all ages. (1) The first consists in the development of a comprehensive and consistent 

theory of the universe…. (2) The second philosophical problem consists in the investigation of the 

presuppositions of science…. (3) The third problem of philosophy, and the problem whose subject-

matter is especially liable to variation, is that of paving the way for new special sciences and special 

scientific knowledge.” (Oswald Kulpe, 1897/2018, pp. 237-39)  
 

 

  

By the end of the semester, students should be more adept at utilizing basic philosophical skills of reasoning, 

argumentation, and evaluation, and be more familiar with the way some representative philosophers have utilized 

these skills in posing fundamental philosophical questions and responses. In general, we will be studying the 

following domains in the academic field of philosophy.    

  

• Metaphysics 

o Evolution of our theories of space and time 



• Epistemology 

o Studies the presuppositions of knowledge. A focus on the presuppositions of science will be 

presented in this class.  

• Logic 

o Provides principles and foundations for anything that can be found in the external world, 

especially through symbolic manipulations of quantitative data resembling or coextensive with 

mathematics  

• Value Theory; otherwise known as Axiology 

o Includes psychology, aesthetics, culture, morality, ethics, and law. 

• Spirituality 

o Theories on people’s and individuals’ meaning and purpose in the universe 

• Creating new systems of knowledge 

o Physics, Psychology, and Sociology are examples of systematized knowledge which was not 

always known. These were discovered largely through the work of philosophers utilizing their 

tools while exploring new topics.    

 

 

This course does not presuppose any prior acquaintance with philosophical texts or methods and is 

designed to help you acquire basic skills in critical thinking and reasoning. The emphasis throughout the 

course will be on collaboration with your peers as well as learning from the lectures and texts.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES OR EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES  

At the end of this course, students will be able to:   

o Understand various philosophical approaches 

o Engage as a community of philosophers who dialogue across texts  

o Argue, and build on each other’s work  

o Draw on existing knowledge bases to create new writings on important 

societal issues  

o Develop a knowledge of philosophies as they are defined within their 

traditions  

o Develop procedural knowledge of the philosophical writing task in its various 

phases  

  

 

     



REQUIRED MATERIALS  

Articles  

See Blackboard.  

Books   

Plato’s Republic 

 

Introduction to Philosophy: A Handbook for Students of Psychology, Logic, Ethics, Aesthetics and General 

Philosophy written by Oswald Kulpe (1897, 2018), translated by  

 

Latin American and Latinx Philosophy: A Collaboratory Introduction (2020), Robert Eli Sanchez, Jr 

 

These book are found in the course Blackboard.  

  

 

You will also need regular access to a computer, stable, consistent internet, Blackboard, and your UTEP 

email account.  

Grade Distribution:  

o This class is out of 80 POINTS.   

a. Thus, 80 points equals 100%; 60 points equals 75%; 40 points equals 50%; 

and 20 points equals 25%.   

o 15 points: Reflection on Relativistic Philosophy 

o 40 points: Participation (2 reflections describing classes that you attended and what you 

learned) 

o 25 points: Argumentative Essay 

o See Blackboard for due dates.  

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND ASSIGNMENTS  

Excessive failure to turn in any assignment will cause concern in 

the professor who may reach out to you. It is, however, ultimately 

your responsibility to withdraw from the course if this becomes 

necessary. Only in cases of known emergency would the professor 

consult with the Registration and Records Office.    



 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS  

Course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning management system (LMS). 

Ensure your UTEP e-mail account is working and that you have access to the Web and a stable web 

browser. Mozilla Firefox and Google Chrome are the most supported browsers for Blackboard; other 

browsers may cause complications with the LMS. When having technical difficulties, update your 

browser, clear your cache, or try switching to another browser.   

  

You will need to have or have access to a computer/laptop, scanner, a webcam, and a microphone. You 

will need to download or update the following software: Microsoft Office, Adobe, Flashplayer, Windows 

Media Player, QuickTime, and Java. Check that your computer hardware and software are up-to-date and 

able to access all parts of the course.   

  

If you encounter technical difficulties beyond your scope of troubleshooting, please contact the Help 

Desk as they are trained specifically in assisting with technological needs of students.  

  

NETIQUETTE  

o Always consider audience. Remember that members of the class and the instructor will 

be reading any postings.   

o Respect and courtesy must be provided to classmates and to instructor at all times. No 

harassment or inappropriate postings will be tolerated.  o When reacting to someone 

else’s message, address the ideas, not the person. Post only what anyone would 

comfortably state in a F2F situation.   

o Blackboard is not a public internet venue; all postings to it should be considered private 

and confidential. Whatever is posted on in these online spaces is intended for 

classmates and professor only. Please do not copy documents and paste them to a 

publicly accessible website, blog, or other space. If students wish to do so, they have the 

ethical obligation to first request the permission of the writer(s).   

  

LATE WORK POLICY  

• No late work will be accepted, except for major life events, emergencies, and 

university sanctioned absences. Reach out to the professor through MS Teams 

as soon as you know one of your assignments might be late, but you also meet 

the criteria stated above. 

• Make sure to see each submission portal or assignments instructions for due dates.  

  

https://www.utep.edu/irp/technologysupport/
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DROP POLICY  

To drop this class, please contact the Registrar’s Office to initiate the drop process. If you cannot 

complete this course for whatever reason, please contact me. If you do not, you are at risk of 

receiving an “F “ for  the course.   

ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY  

The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations and auxiliary services to students, 

staff, faculty, job applicants, applicants for admissions, and other beneficiaries of University programs, 

services and activities with documented disabilities in order to provide them with equal opportunities to 

participate in programs, services, and activities in compliance with sections 503 and 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and the 

Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA) of 2008. Reasonable accommodations will be 

made unless it is determined that doing so would cause undue hardship on the University.  Students 

requesting an accommodation based on a disability must register with the UTEP Center for 

Accommodations and Support Services.  

  

SCHOLASTIC INTEGRITY  

Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the UTEP Handbook of 

Operating Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, and collusion. 

Cheating may involve copying from or providing information to another student, possessing 

unauthorized materials during a test, or falsifying research data on laboratory reports. Plagiarism 

occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly represents the words or ideas of another as 

ones' own. Collusion involves collaborating with another person to commit any academically 

dishonest act. Any act of academic dishonesty attempted by a UTEP student is unacceptable and 

will not be tolerated. All suspected violations of academic integrity at The University of Texas at 

El Paso must be reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution (OSCCR) for 

possible disciplinary action. To learn more HOOP: Student Conduct and Discipline.  

  

Philosophy Specific Helpful Resources  

• Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, respectable encyclopedia in philosophy  

• Philosophy Bites, a long-running, interview-based philosophy podcast  

• Asociación de Filosofía y Liberación, philosophy association •  Philosophy Born of Struggle, 

philosophy association  

• American Philosophical Association, philosophy association  

  

STUDENT RESOURCES  

UTEP provides a variety of student services and support:  

• UTEP Library: Access a wide range of resources including online, full-text access to 

thousands of journals and eBooks plus reference service and librarian assistance for 

enrolled students.  
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• Help Desk: Students experiencing technological challenges (email, Blackboard, software, 

etc.) can submit a ticket to the UTEP Helpdesk for assistance. Contact the Helpdesk via 

phone, email, chat, website, or in person if on campus.   

• University Writing Center (UWC): Submit papers here for assistance with writing style and 

formatting, ask a tutor for help and explore other writing resources.  

• Math Tutoring Center (MaRCS): Ask a tutor for help and explore other available math 

resources.  

• History Tutoring Center (HTC): Receive assistance with writing history papers, get help 

from a tutor and explore other history resources.   

• Military Student Success Center: UTEP welcomes military-affiliated students to its degree 
programs, and the Military Student Success Center and its dedicated staff (many of whom 
are veterans and students themselves) are here to help personnel in any branch of service 
to reach their educational goals.  

• RefWorks: A bibliographic citation tool; check out the RefWorks tutorial and Fact Sheet 

and Quick-Start Guide.  

  

  

  

Calendar (Subject to Change)  

  

This calendar provides a weekly overview of the course.   

  

Week 1:  
 
January 16 to January 22 

Tuesday: Cowboy Bebop Episode: “Toys in 

the Attic”; Professor’s PowerPoint 

presentation on moral character 

 

Thursday:  Waking Life watch 50 minutes 

with 30 minutes of discussion. 

 

Week 2:  
 
January 23 to 29 

Tuesday: Waking Life watch remaining 50 

minutes. 30 minutes in-class exercise.  

 

Thursday: Plato’s Republic in short. We 

revisit the question of, why do we fight? 

Focus on The Iliad. Selections from the 

movie Troy.   

Week 3 
 
January 30 to February 5 

Tuesday: The African Mind; or analyzing 

Egyptian Society to Explain its Intellectual 

Merits, plus on the Timaeus 

https://www.utep.edu/irp/technologysupport/
https://www.utep.edu/irp/technologysupport/
http://uwc.utep.edu/
http://uwc.utep.edu/
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Oswald Kulpe (1897, 2018) Chapter One, 

Section 2 on the Definition of Philosophy 

 

Thursday: On the Tao Te Ching 

Oswald Kulpe (1897, 2018) Chapter One, 

Section 3 on the Classifications of 

Philosophy 

 

Week 4  
 
February 6 to February 12 

Tuesday: Chapter Two, Section 4 

Metaphysics 

 

Thursday: Chapter Two, Section 5 

Epistemology 

 

Week 5 
 
February 13 to February 19 

Tuesday: Philosophy of Love based on 

Rumi, Max Scheler, and Luce Irigaray. 

Selections of these three philosopher’s 

works are available on the class 

Blackboard. 

 

Thursday: African-American Philosophy and on 
Logic in General 
 

Week 6 
 
February 20 to 26 

Tuesday: On John Haddox and Leonard 

Harris 

 

Thursday: Latin American and Latinx Philosophy, 
Introduction chapter  

Week 7 
 
February 27 to March 5 

Tuesday: Latin American and Latinx 

Philosophy, Chapter One “Philosophy 

Without Europe” 

 

Thursday: Latin American and Latinx Philosophy, 
Chapter Two: “The Indian Problem: Conquest and 
the Valladolid Debate”  

Week 8 
 
March 6 to March 12 

Tuesday: Latin American and Latinx 

Philosophy, Chapter Three: “The 

Continental Struggle for Democracy: The 



American Wars of Independence as 

Experiments in Justice” 

 

Thursday: Latin American and Latinx Philosophy, 
Chapter Four “Nation-Building Through 
Education: Positivism and its Transformations in 
Mexico” 
Plus, presentation on Mexican philosopher 
Antonio Caso 

Week 9 
 
March 13 to March 19 
 
Spring Break: March 13 to 17 
 

 

Week 10 
 
March 20 to March 26 

Tuesday: Latin American and Latinx 

Philosophy, Chapter 6 “Mexican 

Existentialism” 

Latin American and Latinx Philosophy, 

Chapter Seven “Liberation Philosophy” 

 

Thursday: Latin American and Latinx Philosophy, 
Chapter Eight “Latin American and Latinx 
Feminisms”  
 

Week 11 
 
March 27 to April 02 
March 30th Spring Drop/Withdrawal Deadline 

Tuesday: Latin American and Latinx Philosophy, 
Chapter Nine “Indigenism in Peru and Bolivia“ 
 
Latin American and Latinx Philosophy, 

Chapter Eleven “Latinx Identity” 

 

Thursday: Latin American and Latinx 

Philosophy, Chapter Ten “Latinx 

Philosophy and the Ethics of Migration” 

 

Week 12  
 
April 03 to April 09 

Tuesday: Social Justice and Activism 

 

Thursday: Oswald Kulpe (1897, 2018), 

Chapter Two, Section Seven, Natural 

Philosophy 

 



Week 13 
 
April 10 to April 16 

Tuesday: Oswald Kulpe (1897, 2018), 

Chapter Two, Section Eight, Psychology   

 

Thursday: Oswald Kulpe (1897, 2018), 

Chapter Two, Section Nine, Ethics and the 

Philosophy of Law 

 

 

Week 14 
 
April 17 to April 23 

Tuesday: Oswald Kulpe (1897, 2018), 

Chapter Two, Section Ten, Aesthetics 

 

Thursday: Oswald Kulpe (1897, 2018), 

Chapter Two, Section Eleven, The 

Philosophy of Religion 

 

 

 

Week 15 
 
April 24 to April 30 
 
 

Tuesday: Oswald Kulpe (1897, 2018), 

Chapter Two, Section Twelve, The 

Philosophy of History 

 

Thursday: Bioethics 

Week 16  
May 01 to May 07 
 
Last Day of Classes May 04 
 
Dead Day, May 05 

Tuesday: Highlights of semester 

Powerpoints 

 

Thursday: Highlights of the semester Powerpoints 
 
 
Last Day of Classes May 04 
 
Dead Day, May 05 

Week 17 
May 08 to May 14 
 
There is no final exam for this class. 
 

 
 
There is no final exam for this class. 
 

Week 18 
May 15 to 21 
 

May 17th grades are due to the Records and 
Registration office by professors. 
 
May 18th grades are posted to Goldmine. 

 


